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About The Perinatal Health Equity Initiative
The Perinatal Health Equity Initiative (PHEI) is a 501c3 nonprofit organization
founded in 2018 in response to the Black Maternal Health crisis in New
Jersey. After seeing a slew of condolences in a local mommy group for
Black mothers and infants who passed away too soon, our founder Dr.
Nastassia Davis decided to take action. We are dedicated to actively
working towards eliminating health care disparities in Black infant and
maternal health through advocacy, education, community engagement,
research, collaboration, and direct clinical support. We have vowed to be a
voice in providing equitable care and advocacy support to Black birthing
families so that we cannot just survive pregnancy and childbirth but to
THRIVE.
The Problem
New Jersey presently ranks 47th in state in maternal health outcomes and
has one of the widest disparity rates in Black infant and maternal health in
the nation. NJ Black mothers are more than seven times more likely to die
from pregnancy-related complications (46.9 per 100,000 live births) than
white mothers (6.5 per 100,000). According to the March of Dimes most
recent data, in 2018 385 infants died before reaching their first birthday, an
infant mortality rate of 3.8 per 1,000 live births. Of those infants, Black
infants’ are three times more likely to die before their first birthday than
their white peers. It's important to note that NJ’s Black maternal and infant
mortality rates are 'not rooted in lack of education, resources, or economic
status, but are directly linked to racism.
How We Make a Difference
As a Movement Partner of the Black Mamas Matter Alliance, we are
dedicated to providing support, education, and resources to Black families
as well as the community, public health professionals, and the members of
health care team that serve them. Our services span from preconception
through the postpartum period. Sponsoring this event provides the
community with access to a week long celebration and educational events
with a focus on policy, evidence based practice, birth options, and much
more in an effort to change the narrative for Black Maternal Health in New
Jersey.

What is Black Maternal Health Week?
Black Maternal Health Week was established by the Black Mamas Matter
Alliance in 2018 and is now in its 5th year. The week is celebrated each
year from April 11-17th in a national movement to bring awareness, foster
activism, and community building at the national and local level. As a state
partner we aim to amplify the work of BMMA at the state level as well as
call attention to our local maternal health crisis and break down silos to
move change forward.
This year’s theme is “Building for Liberation: Centering Black Mamas,
Black Families and Black Systems of Care”, and as per BMMA reflects the
work in centering Black women’s scholarship, maternity care work, and
advocacy across the full-spectrum of sexual, maternal, and reproductive
health care, services, programs, and initiatives. Additionally, the 2022
theme reflects the critical need for learning about Black Feminist and
womanist approaches in strengthening wellness structures within our
communities, across the Diaspora, as a revolutionary act in the pursuit of
liberation and in the global fight to END maternal mortality.
We Need YOU!
Donations in any amount will help contribute to the success of our event
by helping us to cover speaker fees, tech support, staff salaries, brunch,
giveaways and other event expenses. Donations can be made online at our
website at www.perinatalequity.org. If you'd like to send a check you can
mail your donation to the address below. PHEI is a 501c3 nonprofit
organization and all donations are tax deductible.
Please see the following page for sponsorship opportunities.
Perinatal Health Equity Initiative
280 South Harrison St., Suite 311
East Orange, NJ 07052
Tax ID# 82-4815853
WWW.PERINATALEQUITY.ORG

Sponsorship Opportunities
The Change Agent: $10,000+
Thank you gift
Inclusion in PHEI newsletter
Recognition as sponsor at events on each day of the week
Listed on program and other event materials as a sponsor
Logo inclusion on social media sites: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc.
Listed on website as a sponsor
Special social media shoutout
Birth Justice Warrior: $5000 - $9,999
Inclusion in PHEI newsletter
Recognition as sponsor at events on 3 day of the week
Listed on program and other event materials as a sponsor
Logo inclusion on social media sites: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc.
Listed on website as a sponsor
Special social media shoutout
Good Trouble: $1,000 - $4,999
Recognition as sponsor at events for 1 day of the week
Logo inclusion on social media sites: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram etc.
Listed on website as a sponsor
Special social media shoutout
The Ally: $500 - $999
Listed on website as a sponsor
Special social media shoutout
The Noise Maker: $250
Special social media shoutout
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